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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 

(1) 

The indicated allowability of the claims is withdrawn in view of the newly discovered 
reference(s) to Cozza et al 5 3,384,083, Gerard 3,028,576, Lang 6,663,455 and Anderson 
5,405,479. Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Objections 

(2) 

Claims 2, 3, 5-7 and 15 are objected to because of the following informalities: the claims 
now list steps which appear out of clear and understandable order. For example "g) each 
positioning step. . ." of Claim 2 is not an additional step but refers to previous steps, and "g) 
coating..." of Claim 3 best precedes the "positioning" steps. Although steps are not necessarily 
limited by the order of recitation in claims, the "a)" etc. imply a sequence. It is suggested that the 
"a)", "b)" etc. which imply order of the steps be deleted from the claims. Appropriate correction 
is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

(3) 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 
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(4) 

Claims 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. 

Claims 18 and 19 each claim a "means for removing the sealed film assembly from the 
carrier" however there is no description in the original specification of such a means in such a 
way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The specification describes that 
after the balloon assembly of sealed film and carrier is printed, the films constituting the balloon 
are peeled away from the carrier or the consumer could be instructed to peel and inflate the 
balloon. There is however no description of any type of means for removing the balloon, a sealed 
film assembly, from the carrier. A "means for removing. . ." was also not part of an original claim 
and cannot be added merely because the specification discloses peeling a balloon away from the 
carrier. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

(5) 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 
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(6) 

Claims 2, 3, 5-12, 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cozza et al. 3,384,083. 

Cozza et al. disclose a method and apparatus for making gloves, boots or tubular article 
to be worn on a human limb comprising: 

feeding a paper backing (carrier) from a base paper supply roll 32; 

feeding a first plastic film (lower film) from a supply roll 30 (lower film from film roll); 

feeding an upper plastic film (upper film) from a supply roll 36 (upper film from film 

roll); 

positioning the lower film on the carrier at laminating rollers (means for positioning a 
lower film, see Fig. 3, "laminating" as claimed in Claim 6); 

positioning the upper film on the lower film (means for positioning an upper film, see 

Fig. 3); 

conveying the carrier and films on a conveyor (see Fig. 3); 

heat sealing and die cutting the films at heat sealing and die cutting means 38 to form 
gloves, boots or tubular articles (sealed film assembly) on the carrier (steps of sealing and 
adhering, cutting the films as claimed in Claim 7, sealing and cutting performed simultaneously 
as claimed in Claim 8, cutting at least partly within the boundary areas as claimed in Claim 10, 
leaving lower and upper films in the spacing as claimed in Claim 12, means for sealing and 
means for adhering as claimed Claim 18 and means for cutting the films as claimed in Claim 19); 
and 



Application/Control Number: 10/782,442 Page 5 

Art Unit: 1734 

removing scrap film from the base paper (removing lower and upper films as claimed in 
Claim 11). 

The plastic films could be polyethylene coated substrates such as polyethylene coated 
Mylar or nylon (upper and lower films coated with fusible coatings as claimed in Claim 3) (col. 
2-3, Fig. 3). 

With respect to Claims 9 and 19, Cozza et al. also disclose sealing layers of plastic sheet 
together along a line and cutting the sealed layers along a line that defines the periphery of the 
article (col. 4, lines 10-14), which suggests that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art to have performed the cutting step subsequent to the sealing step, as claimed in 
Claim 9, or providing "means for sealing" and "means for cutting: as claimed in Claim 19. 

According to the present specification, it is the consumer who could be instructed to peel 
(remove) and inflate the balloon (sealed film assembly). Removing a glove, boot or tubular 
article (sealed film assembly) from the paper backing (carrier) after sealing in the method of 
Cozza et al., would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to enable the sealed film 
assembly to be worn on a human limb, thus meeting the claimed step of "removing the sealed 
assembly from the carrier after sealing." 

(7) 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Cozza et al. as 
applied to claim 2, and further in view of Gerard 3,028,576. 

Gerard teaches that in making plastic gloves by feeding a paper web (carrier) and two 
plastic webs for heating sealing and cutting the plastic webs into the shapes of gloves, at a 
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subsequent cutting station, the paper web is cut transversely so as to form each glove upon a 
separate rectangular sheet of paper'(cutting the carrier subsequent to the sealing step). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the 
method of Cozza et al. for making gloves, boots or tubular article to be worn on a human limb by 
cutting the base paper (carrier) after the heat sealing step, as taught by Gerard, so as to form each 
glove upon a separate sheet of paper. 

(8) 

Claim 2, 3, 5, 6-8, 10, 12, 14-16 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Anderson 5,405,479 in view of Lang 6,663,455 and Cozza et al. 3,384,084. 
Anderson discloses a method and apparatus for making balloons comprising: 
providing supply spools 16 and 17 of lower and upper web materials (lower and upper 
films) for making balloons, such as nylon, polyethylene, mylar, polypropylene, polyester or 
composite laminate; 

drawing the webs through roller assemblies 1 1 and 12 using drawing means in the form 
of conveyor belt 20 and draw roller 21 to pinch the web materials therebetween; and 

drawing the webs into die station 22 to heat seal the webs together at their periphery by 
heat seal stamp 23 and also cut out the resulting balloon. A valve 29 is inserted between the 
upper and lower webs by valve insertion means prior to heat sealing the webs (col. 4-7). 

Anderson does not disclose providing a support carrier of shape-retaining material less 
flexible than the films and positioning the lower film on the carrier. 

Lang teaches that balloons, prior to inflation, may be fed through a conventional inkjet 
printer. To assist in this, the balloon may be provided on a relatively rigid former or substrate 
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such as card or any fine film, and the substrate may advantageously be provided with a layer of 
light adhesive so as to retain the balloon in position during printing but which will enable the 
balloon to be released readily from the substrate. Lang teaches that balloons on a substrate can be 
manufactured as a continuous belt with perforations between each adjacent pair of balloons and 
the balloons either fan-folded or provided on a reel for being fed through a commercially 
available printer or may be supplied individually for being fed as paper is fed in stacks to a 
printer. Lang also teaches that the balloon has removable flanges so as to form an overall 
rectangular shape for feeding through a printer, the removable flanges remaining on the substrate 
after removal of the balloon therefrom (col. 3, lines 4-55). 

Cozza et al. teach that in making a series of hollow plastic articles by heat sealing 
continuous lengths of plastic material, continuous paper backing may also be provided during the 
fabrication (col. 1, lines 10-20). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the 
method of Anderson for making balloons by providing the balloons with a relatively more rigid 
carrier substrate (support carrier), as taught by Lang, to enable balloons to be fed through a 
conventional inkjet printer or commercially available printer. Providing the balloons as adhered 
to a carrier substrate such as by adhesive would have been obvious to cme of ordinary skill in the 
art to enable either a continuous length of balloons on a substrate or balloons on individual, 
substrates to be fed through a conventional printers for printing. 

Providing the balloons with a relatively more rigid carrier substrate by feeding a 
continuous carrier substrate with the lower and upper plastic web materials during fabrication of 
the balloons would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, as Cozza et al. teach that 
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in making a series of hollow plastic articles by heating sealing two continuous webs of plastic 
material, a backing for the articles can also be provided by feeding a continuous backing with the 
continuous plastic webs during the fabrication process. Feeding a continuous carrier substrate 
web with the lower and upper plastic webs during fabrication of the balloons by heat sealing 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to form the balloons and provide and 
adhere the balloons with a carrier substrate in a single continuous process, as suggested by Cozza 
et al. One of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized from the similar process of Cozza et 
ah, that heat sealing of continuous plastic webs and laminating to a continuous backing can be 
performed in a single continuous process and would have known to have applied the teaching of 
Cozza et al. to the method of making a series of balloons on a carrier substrate in the method as 
suggested by Anderson and Lang. 

According to the present specification, it is the consumer who could be instructed to peel 
(remove) and inflate the balloon (sealed film assembly). Removing a balloon (sealed film 
assembly) from the carrier substrate after sealing and printing in the method of the references as 
combined would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to enable the printed, 
balloon to then be inflated, thus meeting the claimed step of "removing the sealed assembly from 
the carrier after sealing." 

Leaving lower and upper films in the spacing, as claimed in Claim 12, would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, as Lang teaches that each balloon has removable 
flanges so as to form an overall rectangular shape for feeding through a printer, the removable 
flanges remaining on the substrate after removal of the balloon therefrom. 
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Cutting the carrier substrate subsequent the heat sealing, as claimed in Claim 13, thus 
providing "means fur cutting the films" as claimed in Claim 19, would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art to provide individual balloons for being fed the way that paper is fed 
in stacks to a printer, as taught by Lang as an alternative to providing balloons either fan-folded 
or provided on a reel for being fed through a printer. Cutting the continuous lengths of carrier 
substrate and lower and upper film webs to provide each balloon on an individual carrier 
substrate would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide individual 
balloons for being fed like stacked paper to a printer. 

Conclusion 

(9) 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Kopito et al. disclose heat sealing using a conveyor. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melvin Curtis Mayes whose telephone number is 571-272-1234. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Phillip C. Tucker can be reached on 571-272-1095. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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